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Division 16:  Rural Business Development Corporation, $1 687 000 - 
Mr P.B. Watson, Chairman. 
Mr A.D. McRae, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Agriculture and Food. 
Mr I.G. Longson, Director General, Department of Agriculture and Food. 

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Stirling.   
Mr D.T. REDMAN: I refer the parliamentary secretary to page 307 under the subheading “Total Cost of 
Service”.  The budget figure for 2005-06 is $3.9 million and the estimated actual for 2005-06 is $17.5 million.  
The reason for variance is the marketing of eggs adjustments assistance scheme.  Could the parliamentary 
secretary please explain that to me? Obviously it has a big impact.   
Mr A.D. McRAE: I will ask Mr Longson to give the detail of it.   
Mr I.G. Longson: This was a specific government scheme of $8.75 million allocated to an adjustment assistance 
scheme for egg producers on the repeal of the Marketing of Eggs Act on 2 July 2006.  The figure shown under 
“Key Efficiency Indicators” is $8.55 million.  That was the amount distributed to egg producers and there was 
another $200 000 to administer that scheme, making a total of $8.75 million.  This was a one-off payment to 
producers in the industry in return for accepting deregulation as required for the state to meet its national 
competition policy requirements.  When that act was reviewed, it was found it did not stand the public interest 
test to retain a regulated environment for the marketing of eggs.  That was the decision.  The government made a 
decision to allocate that amount to assist the industry to adjust.   

The CHAIRMAN: Members, are there any more questions on division 16? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I have a quick supplementary question.  What number of growers-producers did that relate 
to?  
Mr A.D. McRAE: I will ask Mr Longson to respond to that, Mr Chairman.   

Mr I.G. Longson: As members can see, some more detail is provided in the sixth dot point on page 308.  It 
indicates that 102 egg producers were party to that arrangement.   
The appropriation was recommended.  

Meeting suspended from 5.18 to 5.22 pm 
 


